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Box No. V 




Box No. VI 
I I BoxNo.vn 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



S Box No. I 
^ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 

S Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priortty 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the International application 



□ Box No. VIII Certain obsewations on the International application 
2. FURTHER ACTION 

^ ^ i«*.»rnational Dfeliminarv examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
^Sttl^o^nto^^^^^ Examining Authority («IPEAT Hc«^ver tills does not appV where 

written oP*"»?" °^^2L " n Ai rt^ other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
InfeSon^^Bu^^^^^^ oP^"^«"- o**^^ International Sea«:hlng Authority 

will not be so considered. 

i i„„ i= nmvidad above conddered to be a written opinion of the I PEA, the applicant Is invited to 
''nh^rtS the P^l^^^^^^^^re appropriate, wfth amendments, b^forethe expiration of *ree 
Sis ?rom *e date^^^ Poan PCT/ISAfi20 or before the expimtion of 22 months from the prwrily date, 
whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Fonn PCT>lSAfi20. 
For further details, see notes to Form PCT;iSAfi20. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



eonected vetsioti 

International application No. 
PCT/IE2004A)00104 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 With reaard to the language this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
' the language In which it was field, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

n This oDinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

o With rpaard to anv nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application and 
nec^lanJ to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to trie sequence listing 

b. fonmat of material: 

□ In written format ' • 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/Iumishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

« n i«c.HHitinn in th© caso that moro than 6ne voTsion or copy of 3 soqucnce listlng andA)r table relating 
^- ° L" f "^foS^ the req^^ statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 

SpiSts iSSS^^^ as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE Internationa! application No, 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/IE2004A)001 04 



Box No. II Priority 

1. S The following document has not been furnished: 

12 copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule ASbisA and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule ASbisA and 66.7(b)). 

Conseauentiv it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertJieless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date, 

o n Thi«? oriinlon has been established as if no prtority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
has been found invalid (Rules ASbisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the intemational 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



OQ^MQ V — Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1(a){l) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or 
iVSjiUrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


6, 7, 10-13 


No: 


Claims 


1-5, 8, 9, 14-28 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-28 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-28 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rules 436/&1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules ASbisA and 70.9) 
see form 210 



International application No. 

« 

PCT/IE2004/0001 04 



Re Rem V. 

1 The attention of the Applicant is drawn to the fact that the application contains 1 2 
independent claims under product category (i.e. claims 1', 2, 14-23) and 7 independant 
claims under process category Q.e. claims 8, 9, 24-28). 

Any independent claim should contain all the technical features essential for the 
definition of the invention (Article 6 PCT taken In combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 
In the present application, such a number of independant claims of the same category, 
most of them referring to the same product or process, renders the subject-matter for 
which protection is sought unclear, since it does not allow to distinguish which features 
are essential for the definition of the invention, and which features correspond to 
preferred embodiments. Despite this lack of clarity, an opinion on novelty and inventive 
step is given below as far as possible. 

h 

4 

2 The following documents are referred.to in this communication: 

D1: EP 0 970 674 A 
D2: US 2003/1 24942 A1 
D3: EP 0 870 496 A 
D4: US 2002/1 24366 A1 
D5: DD 286 630 A5 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
A I iTHnRITY (SEPARATE SHE! 



Document D1 discloses a cleansing pad, namely to remove make-up, which comprises 
outer panels of nonwoven cotton, formed from hydroentangled cotton fibres. The pads 
are impregnated with a liquid or lotion, for example to assist make-up removal. Even if 
the document is silent about dry weight of tiie pads, it appears that the claimed ranges 
of dry weight are common In Vne art, and hence the pads disclosed in D1 will fall within 
this range. A strip comprising a plurality of pads being joined together edge to edge 
along a tear-away link is also disclosed. The strip is foWed back and forth in a zig-zag 
formation, the tear-away links forming hinges for folding the pads, and a roll amangement 
is also foreseen (cf. 01 paragraphs [0012]-[0014], [0027], [0036]). The subject-matter 
of claims 1 , 5, 8, 9, 14-28 is therefore not new in view of D1 (Article 33(2) PCT). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet«37 (Sheet 1) (EPOJanuary 2004) 



International application No. 
PCT/IE2004/0001 04 



4 Document D2 discloses a pad or wipe made of hydroentangled cotton, and having 
sufficient physical strength. Different compositions can be incorporated into the wipes. 
Example 1 discloses wipes having a dry weight falling within the ranges claimed in the 
present application (cf. D2 paragraphs [00081-[0010], [0013], [0015], [0020]). The 
subject-matter of claims 1, 8, 14-16, 24, 25 is therefore not new in view of D2 (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

5 Document D3 discloses skin cleansing pads made from hydroentangled cotton, which 
are impregnated with a cleansing solution. Preferred pads have a dry weight in the range 
20-120 g/m^ but higher values are not excluded (cf. D3 page 4 lines 29-51 , claims 1-5, : 
examples 1 , 2, table 4). The subject-matter of claims 1, 8, 14-16, 24, 25 is therefdrfe not 
new in view of D3. 

6 Furthermore, a selection of range of dry weight of the pad does not appear to involve an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT), since hydroentangled cotton pads, suitable for 
impregnation, can be prepared in different dry weight, in order to improve the properties 
of the material, namely its robustness (cf. D2, and passages cited above, D4, namely 
paragraphs [0040], [0049], and D5, example). 

7 All the features disclosed in the present application refenring to the way of arranging and 
packaging the pads appear to be already known for the same purpose, and therefore 
they can not be the basis for an Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

8 Dependent claims 2-4, 6, 7, 1 0-1 3 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

8.1 The features of dependent claims 2-4 have already been employed for the same 
purpose in a similar cleansing pad, see documents D1 -D3. 
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8.2 In claims 6 and 7 a slight change in the strip of claim 5 is defined which comes within the 
scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 

8.3 In claims 10-13 a slight change in the process of claim 9 is defined which comes within 
the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as 
the advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 
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